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FIRST BURGUNDY FRIENDS ZOOM QUIZ 

Held on Tuesday 16th May 2020, at 3pm 

The weeks of lockdown continue. What could we do to 
bring friends together during these times? 

Socialising is far away for the time-being, but hopefully we 
will look back at this time as just another “blip” in our lives. 

My family group has been holding a fortnightly quiz, which 
has been working quite well. It has kept us in touch, but with an 
activity at the same time. 

So why not try it for Burgundy Friends? At the last committee meeting, 
also on ZOOM, we said “Let’s give it a go, and see what happens.” So we 
did! 

Mark and I already had a quiz in hand from a previous family get-together which we 
were able to use, so that was a step forward, already. 

We had 9 member households attending , with 17 individuals taking part. Thanks to Jane 
and Norman, Cheryl, Wendy and Tony,  Judith and Derek, Kate, Jim and Amanda, Anne and 
David for ZOOMING up and joining the action. 

It was encouraging that 4 of us living in the UK (and for the time being cannot leave) 
were able to see familiar faces and have a fun couple of hours together with you folks in 
France. That is the advantage of using this form of technology. 

Surprisingly, Mike and Ewa suddenly appeared wearing monkey masks! They had just 
popped in to say hello as they were off to a kiddies ZOOM party.....it’s all go for some. 

As I only subscribe to the free ZOOM and we only had 40 minutes for each session. 
We were then literally dropped out at the end of this time. As it took quite a while for all 
participants to sort out their video and audio, our first session was somewhat short. So we 
all logged in for another 2 sessions to be able to complete the questions and answers. 

Other than the fact we could not hear Judith and Derek, the trial worked very 
well. We will discuss at the next ZOOM Committee meeting in a 
fortnight if we will offer another ZOOM activity and 
if so, what it will be. Of course, we are always open 
to suggestions..... 

Congratulations go to Tony and Wendy Milnes, 
the winners of the quiz. Well done everyone, it was 
fun. 

Written by Jacqueline Randell 



A few personal thoughts from the UK 
My last report from the UK was actually from before our 

lockdown on the 23rd March. So 3 months have passed since 
then. 

It has been quite surreal, really. Life has not gone on as we 
think of as “normal”. We haven’t been charging around the 
country seeing relatives and friends, nor going anywhere, as we 
haven’t been allowed to do so. 

As local walks have not been restricted, Mark and I have 
discovered nooks and crannies in our local area that we have not 
walked along in the 36 years we have lived in this house, which 
has been really great. 

We have in fact bought ourselves a new 1/25,000 ordnance 
survey map to replace the old one. We have discovered the 
London loop which we can join just a short distance from our 
house. This 150 mile walking route goes all the way round the 
capital, but we shall only explore our local section, for now.

Our son, who lives with us, has been enjoying his “stay at 
home” time with his old Mum and Dad. We have been following a 
strict meal preparation timetable between the 3 of us, each taking 
our turn on the rota. This has worked really well and has spread 
the load. He has now returned to work at Kings College Hospital 
in the Finance department, but comes back with distressing stories 
from nursing staff who were there at the time of the peak. 

ZOOM has taken over our lives as we now use this software 
to keep in touch with family and friends. While the schools have 
been shut, I have been doing a regular session with our 5 year 
old grandson. The original idea was to introduce an academic 
principle or two, but after 5 minutes, he wanted to talk about 
monkeys – something I had not prepared at all, but was a lot 
more interesting for sure. All good fun. He has since returned to 
school, for only 2 days a week. 

Every evening, we have been watching the BBC news at ten 
to make sure we keep up with the current situation. It is only 
in the last few weeks, that we are seeing the gradual release of 
restrictions. We have now been told that we can meet family and 
friends in groups of no more than 6, but still outside and with 
the 2 metre social distancing in place. Visits to our daughter and 
grandsons have to be outside. I am optimistic that the world, 
Europe and Britain have learnt what it takes to keep this beast 
under control. If we stick to the rules, we will be safe and life will 
return to a “new normal”. 

Boris is due to give his 3 weekly update on Sunday – we will 

Covid-19 Lockdown  

watch in anticipation of what he has to say. Hopefully he will lift 
the quarantine into France so we can start making plans to return. 
If not,, we will be planning some trips in the UK. I am getting cabin 
fever and am desperate to get out and about once again. 

We look forward to returning to our house in France and 
seeing all our Burgundy Friends once again. In the meantime, 
ZOOM will have to do. 

Good luck to you all and keep well. 
Jacqueline  

Its lockdown, lockdown we all talk about it, we read about it 
and my hair is getting longer and longer. I could get a broomstick, 
hop on it and fl yaway like those old witches with long grey hair 
fl ying in the wind. That would be something to talk about in 
Aluze. 

The hairdressers are open now so its time to make an 
appointment thinking perhaps it is too early to go. At least we 
don’t have to fi ll in the forms any longer which was a bit of a 
bother going to a shop putting gloves on, mask on wiping the 



The good thing about lockdown was that the garden has never  
looked so good. However there were problems. The nursery 
where we bought our geraniums annually was closed during the 
first phase of the lockdown. Our village garden refuse container 
was no longer available and the déchèterie was closed like the 
nursery. One afternoon when I knew both would be open, I did a 
dummy run to the déchèterie which was open and then onto the 
nursery to buy some plants. It was so full with eager gardeners 
we decided to leave it until the following morning when I would 
load up the car with garden waste and go early to unload it. I 
arrived early but the déchèterie was closed. Couldn’t go onto the 
nursery because the car was full so we returned home. On the 
web sight I found out that the déchèterie was only open in the 
afternoon so after lunch off we went again and was successful in 
disposing the waste and acquiring some plants. 

A couple of days later we had more rubbish so we set off 
early hoping there wouldn’t be a queue of vehicles waiting to get 
in. As we neared the entrance all seemed well until we entered 
and there were two vehicles up on the ramp completely blocking 
further entry so I put the brake on and turned off the engine. 
One of the vehicles was a large white van being emptied by an 
elderly gent with a walking stick. As he only had one hand free he 
was picking up one piece of refuse each time and walking across 
to put it in the container opposite him. Next to the container was 
a man in blue jeans with a car and trailer. He seemed no faster 
than the elderly gent in disposing his rubbish. Five minutes later 
and another car had drawn up behind me but there was scant 
progress up on the ramp. Ten minutes later and there were now 
four cars behind me and up on the ramp the man in blue jeans 
with his big round belly slipping out of the top of his jeans seemed 
to be tottering and if he wasn’t careful might totter down the 
ramp, while the gent with the stick had finished taking stuff out 
of the side door of his van and opened the rear doors to reveal 
another ton of rubbish for disposal. Fifteen minutes later with a 
considerable number of vehicles behind me the young man in 
charge of the déchèterie was helping both men by sweeping up 
great piles of rubbish and throwing them in the containers. At last 
both men seemed ready to move on. The old gent got into his 
driving seat but nothing. I thought as it was lunch time, perhaps 
he had brought along some sandwiches and a thermos but then 
his rear light came on and he moved forward. 

Mike

Had a day of rock and roll - moving very heavy stone from one 
part of the garden to another, where it is going to be set, vertically, in 
a grass circle - possibly for dancing round, naked in the moonlight!

Bernard

chariot looking around keeping your distance from others and 
clutching the signed form just in case a gendarme pops out from 
somewhere asking where we are going 

Some man feeling too macho to wear a mask is coughing 
and talking aloud on the iphone. That’s when the paranoia sets in. 
Was the man in the shop spitting virus about. I have to wait one 
or two weeks to find out if I got it. I had a dreadful cough in the 
morning! Have I got the virus? 

Shopping in Carrefour Mike was politely asked to leave 
because it was one shopper one chariot.  As Mike had one 
shopping list and I had another which is usually a fast way to shop.  
When he had to wait for me outside I got into a bit of a state not 
remembering what was on his list so was just throwing things into 
the trolley. The result was that some of the items I missed and had 
to go again to the local supermarket. 

And there is the ZOOM. We had three birthday parties of 
our grandchildren on ZOOM. Its lovely to see the whole family 
from London, New York and Sicily. But when adults take over the 
conversations the lovely kiddies get bored and being wizards on 
computers start putting us on different backgrounds like some 
island in the sun or under Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. 
So its all very amusing up to a point and I find an excuse to go 
and cook dinner. 

As our social life is non existent we spend time manicuring 
the garden. I paint canvases and walls. Big event the other day 
was when we called on our friends worrying if they were OK as 
they did not answer my phone call. Our friend was just going to 
take her cat to the vet and could not find him. That’s normal. They 
know. So we spent time going round the garden looking for the 
cat. Eventually they found it and we settle down to have a coffee 
keeping our distances of course. 

And tomorrow a big adventure we are going to the déchèterie! 
Things are getting more exciting.  

Ewa



KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH 

During the lockdown, your B.F. committee have been 
meeting several times, using the ZOOM conferencing 
software, a brilliant method for keeping in touch with each 
other. 

Despite the fact that we have not been able to have 
any face to face events, there have been many topics to 
discuss and decide upon: 

1 BURGUNDY FRIENDS NAME – after preliminary 
investigation and lengthy discussion about the practicalities 
of deciding on a new name and consequent changes to 
our bank accounts, the B.F. constitution and the Autun 
Sous-Prefecture registration, the name of the group will 
remain as “Burgundy Friends”.

2 NEW WEBSITE – a draft website is currently under 
construction with good progress being made. Our thanks 
and appreciation go to Jim Horrill for his expertise and 
hard work. Its intention is to attract more members. We 
will update you in due course. 

3 EVENTS – the continued lockdown prevents face to 
face events, however we have already held a ZOOM QUIZ 
which was very successful. We are keen that members 
have the opportunity to “see” each other during this time. 
Cheryl and Kate will be putting together a new events plan 
as soon as it is safe to do so. 

4 CHARITY – the SPA, the animal sanctuary in Autun, 
will remain as our charity for this year. 

5 NEWSLETTER – our thanks and appreciation go 
to Ewa and Mike Webb for their continued support. They 
would appreciate any contributions for future newsletters 
from you. 

Written by Mark and Jacqueline on behalf of the B.F. 
Committee 11.6.20 

Just to add one thing. The Committee really appreciates 
the contribution by Ewa in providing a unique front cover 
each month. The art is fi rst class and we hope this will 
continue now that Ewa seems to have set targets for her 
serious works. If not Mike’s work for the front cover is a 
great alternative.

A BIT OF FUN -ALPHABET FOOD
P. Tossed at certain times of the year 

Q. Savoury open fl an 

R. French stewed vegetable dish and an animated fi lm 

S. Popeye seemed to get strength from this 

T. Bean curd containing coagulated milk 

U. Hybrid of a grapefruit, and orange and a tangerine 

V. The meat of a deer 

W. Talks rubbish non-stop 

X. Chinese for watermelon 

Y. Produced by bacterial fermentation of milk 

Z. Another name for courgette 

A. Nuts usually found on top of a Dundee cake 

B.  Green plant whose fl owering heads are eaten 
as a vegetable 

C. Feline swimmer 

D. 12 May 2018, 5 June 2018, 21 July 2018 

E. Edwina Curry’s salmonella providers 

F. Grilled meat served as a Taco or Tortilla 

G. Cold soup 

H. Sweet substance produced by bees 

I. Dessert enjoyed in hot weather 

J. Medium sized chilli pod 

K. A type of Brassica also known as leak cabbage

L. A green pasta similar to Fettuccine 

M. This soup contains curry 

N. Asian leavened and baked fl at bread 

O. Spring, Spanish and Shallots are types of these Answers: 
Almonds, broccoli, catfi sh, dates,eggs,fajita,gazpacho, honey, 

icecream, jalapeno, kale, linguine, mulligatawny, nan, onions, pancake, 
quiche, ratatouille, spinach, tofu, ugli, venison, waffl es, xigua, yoghurt, 
zucchini 



S.P.A. 
Dog and Cat Refuge 
- our chosen local charity

The committee are happy to accept any practical donations for the 
homeless dogs and cats, particularly pet food. Please bring the items along 
to any home based B.F. event and hand it to a committee member who will 
ensure it gets delivered to the Refuge.

A big thank you from Jane (and the cats and dogs), to those who have  
made very generous contributions of food for the sanctuary.

Forthcoming Events
All events have been cancelled due to the 
coronavirus rules until further notice
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Book Readers’ 
Becoming - Michelle Obama 
This was our chosen book for March, due to be discussed at 

the end of March. Well no prizes for guessing that didn’t happen! 
In the end I sent out the questions by email and received 

everyone’s answers by the same method. I then summarized it all 
and sent that out again. 

We all agreed what an incredible person she is. From normal 
beginnings in a loving and warm family she got the encouragement 
she needed to pursue her dreams and make her career as a lawyer.  
At Princeton she had to endure the intolerance of the time, not 
just because she was black but also a woman. An unforgivable sin. 
She changed careers from her very well paid legal job to go into 
public service where she could mentor people who had not her 
advantages, particularly women. 

And then, of course, she met Barak Obama. She is honest that 
she does not like politics but she supported his wish to run for 

President. Thank god she did. 
She tried to give her two daughters as normal an upbringing 

as was possible in the rarefi ed atmosphere which is the White 
House. She was horrifi ed that they would not be making their 
own beds (which she quickly changed) and also they would think 
it normal to be served by “black men in dinner suits”. 

The Obama’s have now, sadly, moved on. The opening chapter 
in the book is about one of her fi rst nights in her new home and 
how she made herself cheese on toast. How normal is that and 
she relished it. 

We recommend to anyone who has not read the book to do 
so. It is inspiring.  Also, if you have Netfl ix, watch the documentary 
about her, well worth the time. 

Kris




